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Issue: The recession has every business trying to get the most from every dollar spent. 
For manufacturers, one way to do that is by determining and using the right material in 
any given application. The rolls used in metals manufacturing, for instance, are often 
made of rubber. But in certain applications, using cast polyurethane makes better sense. 
Polyurethane’s durability can greatly extend the life of the roll, which means cost savings 
from fewer replacements and repairs, as well as reduced downtime. However, many 
manufacturers still overlook polyurethane as a material choice. Therefore, those that do 
consider polyurethane in determining the optimal material for their application stand to 
gain a competitive edge.

Chuck Ruffing, a member of the Board of Directors of the Polyurethane Manufacturers 
Association, is an expert source on industrial applications of polyurethane for manufacturing 
trade media. 

As Technical Director at Rubber Rolls Inc. in Meadow Lands, Pa., Ruffing works with 
customers to deliver high-quality rubber and polyurethane covered rolls matched with 
manufacturers’ specific needs. He can provide valuable insights about cast polyurethane’s 
physical attributes compared to rubber, particularly in industrial applications.

Education:
• BS, Chemistry, St. Francis University, Loretto, Pa.

Affiliations:
• American Chemical Society Rubber Division, member
• American Chemical Society, member

About the Polyurethane Manufacturers Association: PMA is a trusted resource for the latest 
technology, practices and expertise about cast polyurethane—one of the most versatile, 
durable manufacturing materials in the world. Bringing together the best companies and 
the most comprehensive knowledge in the industry, PMA provides networking, research and 
advocacy that accelerate the success of individual members while advancing the industry 
as a whole.
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